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Foreword
contributed to these efforts under the banner of
Project Rise. Since its inception in 2018, Project
Rise has strived to serve and uplift the less
fortunate, especially during times of difficulty
and in the wake of disasters. Drawing
inspiration from the timeless teachings of Islam
and the visionary guidance of my respected
father and leader of the Dawoodi Bohra
community, His Holiness Syedna Mufaddal
Saifuddin, volunteers across the world helped
local officials in numerous capacities. They set
up vaccination camps at community masjids and
centres and advocated for greater vaccination
rates within the community as part of the
‘#RisetoVaccinate’ campaign. They provided
cooked meals and dry rations to those without
the means to support themselves and their
families as a result of economic hardship. They
donated medical equipment, oxygen, medication
and blood to aid those communities who were
most impacted by the pandemic.

The Covid-19 pandemic has had an
unprecedented impact on the entire world. The
pandemic has reshaped our societies, forced us
to think in new and innovative ways, altered our
perceptions and recalibrated our priorities. Most
importantly, it has given us a common cause to
come together in support of the most vulnerable
amongst us. The year 2022 brings with it the
opportunity to look back, introspect and prepare
ourselves for the future. In this spirit, Project
Rise, the Dawoodi Bohra community’s
philanthropic arm, looks back at the past year
and salutes the efforts of all those who
selflessly served their fellow brothers and
sisters at the frontlines of the pandemic. From
health workers to teachers, from private
charities to government organisations, we owe a
debt of gratitude to all those whose selfless
actions resulted in lives being saved and the
uninterrupted availability of those services and
facilities upon which our societies depend.

The past two years have shown us the
tremendous potential humankind has in facing
adversity when it unites for a common goal. This
ability to come together gives us hope and
confidence as we look to the many other
challenges that our world is facing such as
climate change, inequality, plastic pollution and
poverty. Project Rise is committed to playing its
part in order to create a better tomorrow for
generations to come.

Shahzada
Husain Burhanuddin

I am pleased to know that members of the
global Dawoodi Bohra community also
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Our Focus Areas

Healthcare
 Checkup Camps
 Free Medication
 Awareness and Action Against Diseases

Environment
 Water Body Cleanups
 Plastic Reduction
 Afforestation and Reforestation
 Wildlife Conservation

Water & Sanitation
 Clean Water for All
 Watershed Management
 Hand Pump Installations
 Sanitation Facilities and Toilets

Food & Nutrition
 Eliminating Hunger
 Encouraging Healthy Eating
 Tackling Malnutrition in Children
 Proper Nutrition for Mothers

Education
 Infrastructure
 Education for Girls
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Global Impact

Collaborative
efforts to build
resilient
communities

In 2021, Covid-19 vaccinations brought hope to
millions of people across the world. The
scientific community worked tirelessly to deliver
vaccines in order to contain the spread of the
virus and, at the same time, both government
and non-government agencies mobilised their
resources to ensure large populations could be
inoculated with speed and efficiency.

Over

200,000
lives impacted

Project Rise volunteers across the globe and
especially in India, where the second wave had
a devastating impact, stepped up efforts to
facilitate vaccination by partnering with local
government officials, healthcare agencies and
aid organisations.
In addition, they undertook numerous initiatives
to fight plastic pollution, feed the hungry,
protect the natural environment, provide aid and
relief in the wake of natural disasters, bring
water to parched areas and uplift the lives of
the less fortunate in keeping with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
Their humble service is a testament to the
Prophetic tradition which urges Muslims to
prefer for others what they prefer for
themselves. In appreciation of their tireless
efforts and as a source of encouragement for all
those who dedicated their service to the cause,
below is a region-wise report of the activities
conducted under the banner of Project Rise
from January to December 2021.
Nearly

7,000
18

Dawoodi Bohra volunteers in

countries

More than

80%

of Dawoodi Bohra community
fully vaccinated

300
70

activities conducted across nearly

cities, towns and villages
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Sustained Programmes

Food Security:
Zero Hunger Squad (ZHS)

Environment: Turning the
Tide Against Plastic Pollution

Turning the Tide Against Plastic Pollution is a flagship Project Rise initiative that has mobilised
community volunteers in different parts of the world to combat plastic pollution.
The Dawoodi Bohras organised a seminar at the community’s headquarters in Mumbai on 9th October
to celebrate 101 weeks of the sustained campaign. The former head of the United Nations
Environment Programme, Mr Erik Solheim, graced the occasion as chief guest in the presence of UN
Champion of the Earth, Advocate Afroz Shah, and Consul General of Norway to Mumbai, Mr Arne Jan
Flølo.
Since its inception in 2018, volunteers have been targeting three key areas: cleanups, awareness and
community development.
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Food insecurity affects millions of people across
the world. Its impact was worsened in the past
two years by the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic and the resultant economic hardship.

Sangamner, India
Volunteers from the Sangamner community in
Maharashtra have been serving a nutritious
breakfast at the town’s bus stand every Friday.

In light of this, Project Rise volunteers have
initiated a sustained food security programme:
‘Zero Hunger Squad’ (ZHS).
The aim of this programme is to mitigate the
hardships faced by the most vulnerable sections
of society, with an overall goal to achieve a Zero
Hunger World in alignment with the United
Nations Sustainable Development Agenda.

Mombasa, Kenya

Chennai & Coimbatore, India
Dawoodi Bohra volunteers from Chennai and
Coimbatore initiated the ZHS programme in
October 2020. Volunteers in Chennai served
fresh cooked meals to local communities daily,
while the Coimbatore community did so on a
weekly basis.

Student volunteers from the MSB Educational
Institute along with their HSB alumni
organisation have been serving a nutritious
porridge breakfast to young students of Voi
Primary School since October 2020. The
principal of the school observed that some
students used to attend classes on empty
stomachs, which affected their concentration
levels. The breakfast initiative has made a
significant impact on the students’ overall
performance.
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Healthcare:
‘RisetoVaccinate’ Campaign
In light of public health and safety and as an
important duty to fellow citizens, the global
Dawoodi Bohra community launched a
community-wide #RisetoVaccinate campaign. As
part of the campaign, various sensitising
programmes and awareness webinars were
conducted to highlight the importance of taking
the vaccine and protecting individual as well as
collective health.

Water Security

As of December 2021, 80% of Dawoodi Bohras
who are eligible for vaccination have been
inoculated with either the first or second dose in
a timely and structured manner across nearly
870 cities.

Yavatmal, India

The Yavatmal District in the Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra is a chronically drought-prone area
with unpredictable rainfall. Due to the lack of
water resources, farmers in Yavatmal face acute
distress which ultimately leads to migration and,
in some tragic cases, suicide.
In order to address the root cause of this
problem and devise long term solutions, Project
Rise collaborated with World Vision India to
launch a Water Security & Farmer Uplift
programme in 2020. The initiative has provided
sustainable water security and management
solutions to farmers in five rural rain-fed villages
in the district by constructing five check dams.
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Karachi, Pakistan
Community members in Karachi took the
initiative to supply clean and fresh water to rural
and other areas most affected by water
shortages. Two tankers carrying 1,500 gallons
of water each continue to supply water to these
areas on a daily basis since November 2019.
Even during Covid-19 lockdowns in the city,
community members continued the practice of
delivering clean water in compliance with public
health and safety guidelines. As of today, this
initiative has delivered more than 2 million
gallons of water.
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Regional Impact
United States of America
From coast to coast, Dawoodi Bohra communities throughout the
United States stepped up to contribute to their towns and cities in
numerous ways. Many parts of America are facing a food crisis as
prices rise to unprecedented levels due to the impact of Covid-19.
Dawoodi Bohras across the US strived to ensure that nobody in
their neighbourhoods goes to bed hungry by supporting local food
banks with financial donations and food drives.
Protecting the natural environment is a priority of the Bohra faith,
and volunteers organised regular cleanups of their streets, local
rivers, parks and beaches, while teaching the next generation to
reuse, recycle and upcycle to cut down the amount of waste going
to landfills.

Interfaith Food Drive
in San Francisco
In San Francisco, community members partnered with
members of the Jewish community from Temple Beth
Torah to fund, purchase, pack and deliver nearly 500
snack and hygiene packs for distribution by Abode
Services to unhoused populations throughout the region.

It’s so heartening to see our faith-based communities coming
together in this way to support unhoused populations in our
region. During this past year we have seen the need
continuing to grow as more and more people are experiencing
homelessness. We’re so appreciative of the Dawoodi Bohra
community and Temple Beth Torah for their generous
donation of personal care bags and snack bag donations to
support people sorely in need of care. It’s tremendous.
—Jean Morgan, Community Outreach Coordinator for Abode Services in San Francisco
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Houston Beach Cleanup

Over 200 volunteers from the
Houston community gathered
on Surfside Beach to clear
debris left by recent
hurricanes. The beach
cleanup was part of the
Dawoodi Bohras’ Turning the
Tide programme and was
undertaken in support of the
City of Houston’s Climate
Action Plan.

Recycling Electronics in Detroit
The Dawoodi Bohra community of Detroit partnered with human-I-T to organise an
electronic waste disposal drive on World Environment Day to responsibly collect
e-waste for proper disposal or donation. Donations helped to connect families to the
internet, provide digital training and divert e-waste away from landfills. Over 3,828
pounds of electronic waste were collected from the event.

Feeding the Vulnerable of Seattle on World Food Day
In Seattle, the community took action on several fronts on World Food Day. Volunteers
donated canned and boxed food to the local branch of the Salvation Army and cooked meals
at their community kitchen in Kirkland for Share/Wheel, a Seattle housing charity, to serve 25
homeless families in the area. They also organised for 30 children and teachers from the
community school to visit the Bellevue Urban Garden to learn directly from farmers about
local food production, healthy diets and ways to support food drives in America.
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Clearing Atlanta Streets
of Trash
The Dawoodi Bohras of
Atlanta teamed up with
Gwinnett County on their
Adopt-A-Road scheme.
Members of the community
have regularly been
volunteering to remove trash,
illegal signage and other
rubbish from a street near
their masjid.
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Canada
Dawoodi Bohra communities in Canada spent a busy year
supporting vulnerable people in their neighbourhoods. They
conducted food drives, donated warm clothing to help refugees
and the homeless prepare for winter and delivered essentials to
those in isolated communities trapped by flooding. Canada is
blessed with a stunning natural environment, and Bohra
volunteers across the country are determined to keep it that way
by planting trees and encouraging community members to change
their lifestyles to help reduce the plastic that is polluting landfills
and waterbodies.

Vancouver Dawoodi Bohras Help to
Enhance Surrey’s Urban Forest
Over 30 Bohras from Vancouver partnered with the City
of Surrey’s Releaf Tree Planting programme to plant 15
trees at the Hazelnut Meadows Community Park. Armed
with gloves and shovels, the volunteers were given an
introduction to tree planting by a Releaf Tree Planting
representative, including a question-and-answer session
for the children, as well as information on why it is
important to increase the urban tree canopy and provide
wildlife with a proper habitat.

Planting trees helps to increase biodiversity and makes
our communities more resilient to climate change.
We thank the Dawoodi Bohras of Vancouver for
participating in our Releaf Tree Planting program,
helping to enhance the urban forest and contributing
to our vision of a thriving, green inclusive city.
—Neal Aven, Manager of Parks, City of Surrey
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Toronto Women Recycle & Upcycle Plastic
Bohra women from Toronto launched the Happy
Nests initiative dedicated to upcycling plastic
bottles and containers as well as encouraging
lifestyle changes that help reduce the plastic
that is polluting landfills and waterbodies.

Helping Homeless Youths Keep Warm in Calgary

Cooking for Vulnerable Mothers in Edmonton

Keeping warm in winter is a challenge for the unhoused. During the fall, volunteers from Calgary
helped young people without permanent shelter to prepare for colder temperatures by donating hats,
underwear, mittens and gift cards to Gear Up 4 Winter, which holds an annual event to provide
vulnerable and at-risk youths in the Calgary area with both clothing and personal hygiene supplies.

Planting Trees in Mississauga
Young members of the Mississauga Dawoodi Bohra community planted 130 trees to contribute to the
city’s initiative to plant 1 million trees by 2032, with more tree plantings planned for the future.
Volunteers also spent two hours working hard to beautify a road near their masjid.
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Volunteers from Edmonton marked Islamic
Heritage Month (Canada) and World Food Day
by cooking and donating fresh, hot meals to
Wings of Providence, a non-profit second stage
shelter dedicated to supporting women with
children who have experienced family violence,
poverty, language and cultural barriers, mental
health problems and addiction, as well as
housing and childcare issues.

Supporting Flood Relief Efforts in Vancouver
The Dawoodi Bohra community of Vancouver
coordinated a nationwide effort to collect
supplies and financial donations to support
ongoing relief efforts in aid of communities
severely impacted by floods in lower mainland
British Columbia. Murtaza Delhiwala, a local
pilot, flew rescue missions to carry stranded
people to safety and delivered over 500 pounds
of essential supplies to isolated communities.
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United Kingdom
Dawoodi Bohras in the UK are spread across nine cities from
Manchester to London and they all strive to play important roles in
their local societies. Showing kindness to the less fortunate and
helping people in need is important to Dawoodi Bohras all over the
world. Volunteers across the UK continued to take action to help
local food banks and charities supporting vulnerable people. They
also took responsibility for cleaning the streets around their
masjids and community centres, as well as planting native trees to
support local government campaigns to increase the tree canopy.

Winter Tree Drive in Bradford
To help plant trees in Newhall Park for the Queen’s Green
Canopy, the Dawoodi Bohras of Bradford joined other
volunteers, including local Member of Parliament Judith
Cummins as well as former 10 Downing Street spokesman
Alastair Campbell in collaboration with Trees for Cities
and Bradford Council.
The trees will create a forest canopy for the local
community to enjoy whilst supporting habitats and food
sources for urban wildlife and bringing splashes of colour
to the park throughout the year.

I am grateful that so many members of Bradford’s Dawoodi
Bohra community joined me and over 150 other volunteers
in Bierley to brave the snow and plant almost 10,000 trees
for the Queen’s Green Canopy at Newhall Park this weekend.
The project brought Bradford together and will grow into a
lasting legacy that will benefit the community and the
environment for decades to come. I sincerely thank
Bradford Dawoodi Bohras for all their support.
—Judith Cummins, Member of Parliament for Bradford South

22

23

Ladies of London Hold Bake Sale Fundraiser for Children’s Charity
Ladies of London, a Dawoodi Bohra women’s empowerment group, collaborated with local community
bakers to raise £1,400 for the children’s charity Variety, which provides practical help to over 1.3
million disabled children and nearly 4 million children living in poverty.

Helping Syrian Refugees Settle in Nottingham

In partnership with Watnall Road Baptist Church,
the Dawoodi Bohras of Nottingham lent their support to a
government-sponsored Syrian refugee resettlement programme
by donating clothes, food and other essentials to recently arrived
refugees and helping them to integrate into the local community
and find employment.

Leicester Volunteers Walk for Cancer

Volunteers from Leicester commemorated World Cancer Day on 4th February by organising a
month-long ‘Walk Around the World Challenge’ to raise awareness of the fight against cancer and raise
money for Cancer Research UK. Setting for themselves the ambitious target of collectively walking
24,901 miles ‒ the circumference of the Earth ‒ the Leicester Bohras started important conversations
on the impact of cancer.
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Middle East
Environmental degradation is a problem that affects everyone and
that requires collective action. Throughout 2021, the Dawoodi
Bohras across the Middle East committed themselves to various
causes and campaigns focused on environmental conservation.
From hosting a webinar about the perils of single-use plastics to
upcycling residual plastic waste, community members have begun
to adapt to more sustainable lifestyles.

On World Environment Day, community members came
together in various cities to conduct programmes and
initiatives to stress the importance of individual as well as
collective action towards environmental restoration.

During our campaign to spread awareness about the harmful
effects of single-use plastic, we were pleasantly surprised by
the contribution of the Bohra women to the campaign, and
how they used their creative handicraft skills to send a
message to protect the environment of Kuwait.
—Her Highness Sheikha Intisar Al Sabah, Founder & CEO of Alnowair, a non-profit organization
in Kuwait
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On World Cleanup Day, community members of
all ages undertook multiple cleanup and
awareness drives across different locations in
the Middle East.

Discussing Plastic Polution

in Bahrain
The Bahrain community
benefitted from an insightful
talk by prominent
environmentalist Mr Kai Khalid
Miethig in a webinar titled:
‘Perils of Plastic ‒ 400 Years
of Woe.’ The speaker
emphasised the importance of
environment-friendly habits
on a daily basis.
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Donating Oxygen

Concentrators in Sharjah
To spread the message of
hope, strength and support,
members of the Sharjah
community donated 10
oxygen concentrators to the
Indian Consulate in Dubai to
bolster India’s fight against
the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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Africa
The most basic human need is a dependable and healthy source
of sustenance and nourishment. The teachings of Islam place
great emphasis on the virtues of feeding others. As the Prophet
Mohammed states: ‘There is no deed greater than feeding the
hungry’. At a time when southern Madagascar is facing a famine
induced by climate change, community members in East Africa
and its neighbouring islands have stepped up their efforts to
provide critical food assistance by serving cooked meals and
providing dry rations to affected communities.

Madagascar Famine
Responding to the alarming famine situation in southern
Madagascar, members of the Dawoodi Bohra community
travelled two and a half days to Ambovombe and
distributed essential ration kits. They also served cooked
meals and pumped nearly 132,000 litres of water. This
was the second visit in what will be a sustained food
assistance programme.

We thank His Holiness on behalf of the President and the
Malagasay Government for having sent you here to the South
to help our compatriots suffering from Kéré (severe drought).
—Princia Soafilira, Cabinet Minister, Ministry of Population, Social Protection and Promotion
of Women, Republic of Madagascar
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Relief Efforts in Réunion
Volunteers from the Réunion
community have been working
tirelessly since the beginning
of the pandemic to provide
nutritious meals to vulnerable
families in various towns on
the island. In association with
Centre Communal d'action
Sociale, a local NGO, they
gathered to serve 40 families
in Saint-André.

Planting Trees in Mombasa
The Dawoodi Bohras of
Mombasa marked World
Environment Day by planting
trees along Links Road. The
event was graced by the
Deputy Governor Dr William
Kingi.
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School Revamp in Nairobi
Members of the Nairobi
community supported the
construction of a school and
its new kitchen to benefit 454
students and faculty.

Dar es Salaam Health Camp
On World Health Day, over
200 patients from vulnerable
sections of society benefited
from a free medical camp
conducted by the Dar es
Salaam community’s local
Saifee Hospital.

33

India
The surge of the Covid-19 pandemic did not deter the Dawoodi
Bohra community’s commitment to work towards resolving
numerous important and pressing issues. Throughout the year,
community volunteers in India, under the banner of Project Rise,
actively participated in various causes and campaigns aimed at
the betterment of the environment and society at large.

School Revamp in Raigad
The Dawoodi Bohra community helped rebuild a higher
secondary school in Raigad, Maharashtra, which had
been destroyed by Cyclone Nisarga.

The Dawoodi Bohra community came forward and genuinely
helped in rebuilding a completely devastated school.
I am moved by their gesture.
—Dr Anuradha Paudwal, Founder of Suryodaya Foundation
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Jamnagar Water Harvesting Project

The Dawoodi Bohra community in Jamnagar
organised a conference to showcase a newly
implemented rainwater harvesting project at the
community’s Saifee Masjid complex. Spread
over a 4,000 sq ft terrace, water collected on
the rooftop passes through outlets and filter
systems that eventually connect to a well in the
masjid complex. The entire system runs
naturally without need for any manual
assistance.

Gandhi Jayanti Cleanup

Mahatma Gandhi’s advocacy for cleanliness is a
vision shared by the Dawoodi Bohra community.
Inspired by the Prophetic tradition which
establishes cleanliness as an integral part of
faith, community members in India organised
cleanup drives and awareness campaigns in
different parts of the country.

World Food Day

Zero Waste Event

In collaboration with the Indore Municipal
Corporation, Burhani Foundation and Project
Rise, the Dawoodi Bohras of Indore launched a
‘Zero Waste’ campaign. The aim of the campaign
is to spread awareness about eliminating waste
and adopting a sustainable lifestyle. Over 150
people from over 24 cities and towns in the
state of Madhya Pradesh participated in the
launch event.

Supplying Water in Parched Areas of Mokhada

In addition to coping with health issues brought
on by the pandemic, many marginalised and
tribal communities in the Mokhada, Jawhar
and Vikramgad areas of Palghar district,
Maharashtra, struggled to access clean water.
Project Rise provided 10,000 litres of water
to Dapti village in Mokhada on a daily basis
during the summer season, bringing relief to
over 400 people.
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Over the past few years, MSB Educational
Institute has focused on educating students
to develop knowledge, skills, values and
behaviours that lead to sustainable
development.
On the occasion of World Food Day, students
of institutes from different parts of the country
carried out a number of activities. They were
supported in their endeavours by their HSB
alumni associations. The activities included
distribution of ration kits to vulnerable sections
of society, a cooking competition to spark
curiosity about organic consumption, and an
arts competition themed on avoiding food
wastage.

Sanitation Project in Palghar
Residents of Dahe village in the Palghar district
of Maharashtra had to endure open defecation
because the village did not have a single
functioning toilet. Starting in February, Project
Rise adopted the village and has now
constructed 11 toilets with the aim of improving
sanitation and the overall health and saftey of
the residents.
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Second Wave of Covid-19
As the second most populous country in the world, India
faced immense challenges in its attempts to roll out a
mass vaccination campaign. These challenges were only
compounded by the devastating second wave which
created an acute shortage of oxygen, medical equipment
and other essentials across the country.
Volunteers from the community stood with their fellow
citizens in the fight against the second wave by
converting community infrastructure into Covid-19 care
centres and providing community spaces for mass
vaccination centres. Community members also lived up to
their duty to other citizens by inoculating themselves,
making the ‘#RisetoVaccinate’ campaign a priority for
Dawoodi Bohras across the nation.

The Dawoodi Bohra community is helping members of other
communities too in these terrible times. The role of Saifee
Hospital to treat patients as the city fights the pandemic is
commendable.
—Member of Parlimant Supriya Sule during the inauguration of a vaccination centre at
Mohammedi Masjid Complex, Mumbai

38

39

Sri Lanka

Australia & New Zealand

The pandemic had a devastating impact on the Sri Lankan
economy, leading to an acute shortage of essential food supplies
in mid–2021. Community members in Sri Lanka pooled their
resources to help vulnerable communities via a sustained food
assistance campaign.

Community members in Australia collaborated
with local partners and NGOs to provide food
assistance to vulnerable communities during the
pandemic. On the occasion of Australia Cleanup
Day, members of the Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane communities undertook cleanup drives
and also hosted interactive planting and
upcycling sessions for children as part of the
Happy Nests initiative.
In Auckland, volunteers stepped up to serve
refreshments to those who came for
vaccinations on World Food Day.

Pakistan
The Pakistan community marked World
Environment Day by organising cleanliness
drives and awareness campaigns. In Karachi,
volunteers organised a cleanliness drive and
placed bird feeders alongside the masjid
campus. Community members also organised
a tree plantation drive where more than 350
indigenous trees were planted along the service
lane of Sher Shah Suri Road, North Nazimabad.

Indonesia
Although small in number, community
volunteers in Denpasar Bali look to make a
meaningful impact in their local communities. In
November, volunteers came together to
distribute food items to nearly 650 individuals
living in underprivileged areas.

In Rawalpindi, community members planted 500
trees and held an awareness walk in addition
to holding a drawing competition to inspire
environmental sensitivity among the young.
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Global Partnership for
Sustainable Development

Our Partners

Project Rise deeply appreciates the help and support of all the
government bodies and NGOs it has had the privilege to work with
for the betterment of humanity over the years. We are grateful to
all our stakeholders and hope that together we may continue to
make a positive and sustained impact in the lives of people across
the world.
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Working Towards a
Better Future
Inspired by the counsel of His Holiness to strive
to benefit all humankind, the Dawoodi Bohra
community continues its philanthropic
endeavours in solidarity with humanitarian
organisations across the world.
Focusing on fundamental issues such as
environment, food security, water security,
healthcare and disaster relief, the community
endeavours to provide sustainable solutions to
critical problems, especially in the most remote
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and worst-affected areas.
With these initiatives and more, Project Rise
looks to the future and strives to enrich the lives
of as many people as it can by fostering a
widespread culture of awareness, empathy and
generosity, with the vision of a society where no
individual is neglected, overlooked or
marginalised.
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